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Explanation. To meet this criterion, the 
State agency will be expected to maintain 
records of all its activities in the detection 
of overpayments, showing whether attrib-
utable to error or willful misrepresentation, 
measuring the results obtained through var-
ious methods, and noting the remedial ac-
tion taken in each case. The adequacy and 
effectiveness of various methods of checking 
for willful misrepresentation can be evalu-
ated only if records are kept of the results 
obtained. Internal reports on fraudulent and 
erroneous overpayments are needed by State 
agencies for self-evaluation. Detailed records 
should be maintained in order that the State 
agency may determine, for example, which 
of several methods of checking currently 
used are the most productive. Such records 
also will provide the basis for drawing a 
clear distinction between fraud and error. 

C. Does the agency take adequate action with 
respect to publicity concerning willful misrepre-
sentation and its legal consequences to deter 
fraud by claimants? 

Explanation. To meet this criterion, the 
State agency must issue adequate material 
of claimant eligibility requirements and 
must take necessary action to obtain pub-
licity on the legal consequences of willful 
misrepresentation or willful nondisclosure of 
facts. 

Public announcements on convictions and 
resulting penalties for fraud are generally 
considered necessary as a deterrent to other 
persons, and to inform the public that the 
agency is carrying on an effective program 
to prevent fraud. This alone is not consid-
ered adequate publicity. It is important that 
information be circulated which will explain 
clearly and understandably the claimant’s 
rights, and the obligations which he must 
fulfill to be eligible for benefits. Leaflets for 
distribution and posters placed in local of-
fices are appropriate media for such informa-
tion. 

*7515 Evaluation of Alternative State Provi-
sions with Respect to Erroneous and Illegal 
Payments. If the methods of administration 
provided for by the State law do not conform 
to the suggested methods of meeting the re-
quirements set forth in section 7511, but a 
State law does provide for alternative meth-
ods of administration designed to accomplish 
the same results, the Bureau of Employment 
Security, in collaboration with the State 
agency, will study the actual or anticipated 
effect of the alternative methods of adminis-
tration. If the Bureau concludes that the al-
ternative methods satisfy the criteria in sec-
tion 7513, it will so notify the State agency. 
If the Bureau does not so conclude, it will 
submit to the Secretary the results of the 
study for his determination of whether the 

State’s alternative methods of administra-
tion meet the criteria. 

[51 FR 45848, Dec. 22, 1986. Redesignated at 59 
FR 943, Jan. 6, 1994] 
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SOURCE: 42 FR 46712, Sept. 16, 1977, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 625.1 Purpose; rules of construction. 

(a) Purpose. Section 410 of ‘‘The Rob-
ert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and 
Emergency Assistance Act’’ amended 
the program for the payment of unem-
ployment assistance to unemployed in-
dividuals whose unemployment is 
caused by a major disaster, and to pro-
vide reemployment assistance services 
to those individuals. The unemploy-
ment assistance provided for in section 
410 of the Act is hereinafter referred to 
as Disaster Unemployment Assistance, 
or DUA. The regulations in this part 
are issued to implement sections 410 
and 423 of the Act. 

(b) First rule of construction. Sections 
410 and 423 of the Act and the imple-
menting regulations in this part shall 
be construed liberally so as to carry 
out the purposes of the Act. 

(c) Second rule of construction. Sec-
tions 410 and 423 of the Act and the im-
plementing regulations in this part 
shall be construed so as to assure inso-
far as possible the uniform interpreta-
tion and application of the Act 
throughout the United States. 

(d) Effectuating purpose and rules of 
construction. (1) In order to effectuate 
the provisions of this section, each 
State agency shall forward to the 
United States Department of Labor, on 
receipt of a request from the Depart-
ment, a copy of any determination or 
redetermination ruling on an individ-
ual’s entitlement to DUA. 

(2) If the Department believes a de-
termination or redetermination is in-
consistent with the Secretary’s inter-
pretation of the Act, the Department 
may at any time notify the State agen-
cy of the department’s view. There-
after, the State agency shall appeal if 
possible, and shall not follow such de-
termination or redetermination as a 
precedent; and in any subsequent pro-
ceedings which involve such deter-
mination or redetermination, or where-
in such determination or redetermina-
tion is cited as precedent or otherwise 
relied upon, the State agency shall in-
form the hearing officer of the Depart-
ment’s view and shall make all reason-
able efforts to obtain modification, 

limitation, or overruling of the deter-
mination or redetermination. 

(3) A State agency may request re-
consideration of a notice that a deter-
mination or redetermination is incon-
sistent with the Act, and shall be given 
an opportunity to present views and ar-
guments if desired. If a determination 
or redetermination setting a precedent 
becomes final, which the Department 
believes to be inconsistent with the 
Act, the Secretary will decide whether 
the Agreement with the State shall be 
terminated. 

(4) Concurrence of the Department in 
a determination or redetermination 
shall not be presumed from the absence 
of a notice issued pursuant to this 
paragraph. 

[42 FR 46712, Sept. 16, 1977, as amended at 55 
FR 554, Jan. 5, 1990] 

§ 625.2 Definitions. 
For the purposes of the Act and this 

part: 
(a) Act means sections 410 and 423 of 

The Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and 
Emergency Assistance Act (formerly sec-
tion 407 of the ‘‘Disaster Relief Act of 
1974’’, Pub. L. 93–288, 88 Stat. 143, 156, 
approved May 22, 1974), 42 U.S.C. 5177, 
5189a, as amended by The Disaster Re-
lief and Emergency Assistance Amend-
ments of 1988, Pub. L. 100–707, 102 Stat. 
4689, 4704, 4705, approved November 23, 
1988. 

(b) Agreement means the Agreement 
entered into pursuant to the Act, be-
tween a State and the Secretary of 
Labor of the United States, under 
which the State agency of the State 
agrees to make payments of Disaster 
Unemployment Assistance in accord-
ance with the Act and the regulations 
and procedures thereunder prescribed 
by the Secretary. 

(c) Announcement date means the first 
day on which the State agency publicly 
announces the availability of Disaster 
Unemployment Assistance in the 
State, pursuant to § 625.17. 

(d) Compensation means unemploy-
ment compensation as defined in sec-
tion 85(b) of the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1986, and shall include any assist-
ance or allowance payable to an indi-
vidual with respect to such individual’s 
unemployment under any State law or 
Federal unemployment compensation 
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